
Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency

Common Invasive Non-Native Plants
in Conejo Open Space Areas

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima)

Open space in the Conejo Valley hosts areas of grassland, 
chaparral, coastal sage scrub, southern oak woodland/oak 
savannah, riparian/coast live oak woodland, and freshwater 
marsh.  These plant communities are naturally occurring 
assemblages of native plant species.  Unfortunately, 
invasive non-native plants have become established in 
many of these areas.  

Invasive plant species are a threat to native plant 
communities, ecological processes, and the historical 
biodiversity of Conejo open space areas.  Negative 
impacts associated with invasive non-native plants 
include: promoting increased fire frequency; desiccating 
riparian areas and monopolizing soil moisture resources; 
monopolizing space and light resources to create 
monocultural stands of vegetation; displacement of other 
native plant and wildlife species; disruption of native food 
webs; facilitating soil erosion; changing soil fertility and pH 
and disrupting nutrient cycling.  

This guide is intended as a educational tool to aid COSCA 
staff, volunteers, and visitors in identification of these 

Fast-growing tree that often colonizes disturbed areas.  Once established, it 
spreads primarly by underground runners.  Has an unusual smell.  Blooms 
May - June.
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species. The guide illustrates several of the more common 
invasive non-native plants that occur in Conejo open space 
areas.  It also includes a few that occur in the vicinity of 
Conejo open space, which may become problematic in the 
future.  The species selected for inclusion in this guide are 
listed by the State of California as noxious weeds, have 
been recognized by the California Invasive Plant Council 
and/or the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation 
Area, and/or are locally invasive.  Some are already well-
established, while others are less so.  

In selecting appropriate treatment methods as part of an 
integrated weed management (IWM) strategy, COSCA 
takes into consideration the plant’s reproductive strategy, 
its life stage, the size and location of the infestation, and 
adjacent habitat and resources.  Excessive soil disturbance 
during removal efforts is avoided.  Additional information 
will be available in COSCA’s forthcoming non-native plant 
management plan.  This guide is a dynamic document and 
will be updated periodically.  It is available electronically at: 
www.conejo-openspace.org 



Giant Reed (Arundo donax)

Onion Weed (Asphodelus fistulosus)

Bladder Vine (Araujia sericifera)
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Perennial vine that uses shrubs, trees, and fences for support.  Spreads by 
windblown seed.  Has large, unusual seed pods.  Blooms August - October.

Fast-growing, perennial giant grass resembling bamboo. Colonizes moist 
riparian areas to form large stands. Carries fire easily and promotes erosion.

Perennial herb that spreads easily due to abundant seed production.  Prefers 
well-drained or rocky soil.  Should not be confused with native onion species.  
Blooms March - July.
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Italian Thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus)

Black Mustard (Brassica nigra)

Australian Saltbush (Atriplex semibaccata)
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Perennial herb that grows as a low groundcover.  Often found in disturbed 
areas, tolerates alkaline soils.  Blooms April - December.

Tall, winter annual that invades grassland areas.  Commonly encountered 
as large stands.  Carries fire easily and contributes to fire frequency.  Blooms 
April - September.

Tall winter annual or biennial that favors woodland areas. Abundant 
production of windblown seeds help it spread quickly and form large stands.  
Blooms March - July.  
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Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum)

Tocalote (Centaurea melitensis)

Yellow Star Thistle (Centaurea solstitialis)
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Shrubby winter annual with spiny flowerheads.  Colonizes disturbed areas 
and invades grasslands.  Blooms April - August.

Bushy winter annual with very spiny flowerheads.  Spines are longer and 
more ridgid than tocalote.  Colonizes disturbed areas and invades grasslands.  
Blooms April - September.

Tall biennial that favors moist areas.  Reproduces through abundant seed 
production.  Toxic to humans and animals if ingested.  Blooms April - July.
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Cape Ivy (Delairea odorata)

Artichoke Thistle (Cynara cardunculus)

Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana)
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Large, perennial bunch grass.  Invades sage scrub, grasslands, riparian  and 
other moist areas.  Leaf edges are sharply serrated.  Blooms September - 
March.

Large, perennial thistle with spiny leaves.  Colonizes grassland areas.  
Reproduces via windblown seed.  Blooms April - July.

Fleshy, perennial vine.  Invades riparian corridors and shaded areas with 
year-round moisture.  Smothers native vegetation.  Copious seed producer.  
Blooms November - March.
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Carnation Spurge (Euphorbia terracina)

Filaree (Erodium species)

Perennial Veldt Grass (Ehrharta calycina)
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Perennial grass. Outcompetes native seedlings, converting native habitats 
to non-native grasslands.  Abundant seed producer, carries fire easily.  
Blooms March - July.

Winter annual.  Invades grasslands and colonizes disturbed areas.  Spreads 
via unique corkscrew-shaped seeds.  Blooms February - June.

Small, perennial shrub.  Invades grasslands, sage scrub, and riparian areas.    
Seeds are ejected several feet as pods dry.  Milky white sap is toxic.  Blooms 
March - July.

23 33 13

363

24 2434



Summer Mustard (Hirschfeldia incana)

Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare)

Crown Daisy (Glebionis coronaria)
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Tall perennial.  Colonizes grasslands and sage scrub to form dense thickets.  
Disturbance follower.  Abundant seed producer.  Aromatic.  Blooms May - 
September.

Shrubby annual. Easily escapes cultivation to colonize disturbed areas and 
grasslands.  Creates dense thickets that carry fire.  Copious seed production.  
Blooms March - July.

Shrubby biennial or short-lived perennial. Colonizes disturbed areas, 
grasslands, and sage scrub.  Abundant seed production.  Blooms April - 
October.
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Cheeseweed (Malva species)

Perennial Pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium)

Goldentop Grass (Lamarckia aurea)
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Annual grass.  Outcompetes native seedlings and invades native grassland 
and sage scrub habitat.  Abundant seed production.  Blooms February - May.

Aggressive perennial.  Invades riparian areas to form dense thickets.  
Reproduces from seed, root sprouts, and stem fragments.  Blooms May - 
August.

Bushy annual, occassionally perennial.  Colonizes disturbed areas and 
grasslands.  Abundant seed production.  Blooms March - September.
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Fountain Grass (Pennisetum setaceum)

Tree Tobacco (Nicotiana glauca)
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Harding Grass (Phalaris aquatica)

Straggly shrub or small tree.  Colonizes grasslands and riparian areas. 
Abundant seed production.  Toxic to humans and animals if ingested.  
Blooms March - August.

Perennial bunchgrass.  Invades sage scrub to form non-native grassland.  
Carries fire easily, contributes to fire frequency.  Abundant seed production.  
Blooms March - December.

Perennial grass.  Invades grasslands and riparian areas.  Carries fire easily. 
Abundant seed production.  Blooms April - August.
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Wild Radish (Raphanus sativus)

Castorbean (Ricinus communis)
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Canary Island Palm (Phoenix canariensis)
Easily escapes cultivation and invades riparian corridors.  Creates dense 
canopies that exclude light and carry fire.  Copious seed production.

Bushy annual, occasionally biennial. Colonizes grasslands, areas where 
disturbance occurs. Flowers may also be white, yellow. Reproduces by seed.  
Blooms February - July.

Shrub or small tree.  Colonizes riparian areas, floodplains, and grasslands.  
Reproduces by seed.  Toxic to humans and animals if ingested.  Can bloom 
year-round.
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Brazilian Pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius)

Peruvian Pepper (Schinus molle)
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Russian Thistle (Salsola tragus)
Aggressive summer annual. Colonizes grasslands and sage scrub.  Very 
drought tolerant, carries fire easily.  Abundant seed production.  Blooms 
July - October.

Easily escapes cultivation and invades riparian corridors.  Canopy excludes 
light, creates dense leaf litter. Reproduces by seed and root sprouts.  Blooms 
May - September.

Escapes cultivation and colonizes riparian corridors and grasslands.  Dense 
canopy excludes light, carries fire.  Abundant seed production.  Blooms April 
- August.
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Tamarisk (Tamarix species)

Hedge Mustard (Sisymbrium irio)
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Milk Thistle (Silybum marianum)
Tall annual. Invades grasslands and woodlands.  Supresses native seedlings 
to create dense, spiny thickets.  Reproduces by wind-blown seed.  Blooms 
April - July.

Herbaceous annual. Colonizes grasslands, woodlands and disturbed areas.  
Competes with native annuals. Abundant seed production.  Blooms January 
- April.

Aggressive shrub, small tree. Invades riparian corridors, floodplains.  Leaf 
litter concentrates salt at soil surface. Reproduces by seed and root sprouts.  
Blooms April - August.
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Periwinkle (Vinca major)

Mexican Fan Palm (Washingtonia robusta)
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Puncture Vine (Tribulus terrestris)

Easily escapes cultivation and invades riparian corridors.  Creates dense 
canopies that carry fire easily.  Abundant seed production.

Prostrate summer annual. Colonizes parking lots, trail margins, disturbed 
areas. Produces abundant thorny seeds injurious to wildlife, pets, bike tires.  
Blooms April - September.

Perennial groundcover.  Colonizes riparian and woodland areas.  Reproduces 
from trailing runners and stem fragments.  Blooms March - June.
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The Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency (COSCA) was created in 1977 as a joint powers agency between the 
City of Thousand Oaks and the Conejo Recreation and Park District to acquire, manage, and conserve open space, 

and to sustainably balance public use with ecosystem protection.  

2100 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
www.conejo-openspace.org
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If you would like additional information about invasive non-native plant species, please visit the California Invasive Plant 
Council’s website at:  www.cal-ipc.org

If you would like information about responsible landscaping, please visit Sustainable Conservation’s PlantRight website at: 
www.plantright.org
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